Workshop SIENA

Groningen, January 16-20, 2006


Websites:

StOCNET

http://stat.gamma.rug.nl/stocnet/
SIENA 

http://stat.gamma.rug.nl/siena.html
research programme
http://www.ppsw.rug.nl/~steglich/dynamics/
workshop

http://www.ppsw.rug.nl/~steglich/dynamics/workshop/index.html
The workshop is organized by the Research Programme Dynamics of Networks and Behavior with support from NWO (project 401-01-550). Main organizers of the workshop are Christian Steglich and Tom Snijders, with additional presentations by Liesbeth Mercken, Andrea Knecht, and Michael Schweinberger.

The workshop takes place in room A2 in the Academy Building, Broerstraat 5, Groningen. This is in the center of the town.

Participants will receive the new versions of the StOCNET and SIENA manuals at the start of the workshop. It is up to the participants if they wish to prepare by reading further background literature, such as indicated at the SIENA website.

It is assumed that every participants brings his or her own laptop. The new version StOCNET 1.7 will be put on the StOCNET website in the week before the workshop. This will also include a new version of SIENA. It will be most convenient for the participants to have StOCNET 1.7 already installed, but the software will be distributed at the workshop for those who do not already have it.

For the practical computer work, data sets and structured assignments for working with them will be distributed at the workshop. Those who prefer to work with their own data can do this, and (time permitting) can receive advice about this.

Monday January 16

10.30 – 10.45 
Meeting, registration

10.45 – 12.30
Introduction to dynamic network modeling and the principles of stochastic actor-oriented models for network dynamics. Focus on the evaluation function. 

13.45 – 15.00
Introduction to working with StOCNET and SIENA. Start of practical computer work.

15.30 – 17.00
Working with SIENA: practical computer work.

Tuesday January 17
  9.00 – 10.30
Actor-oriented models: rate function and endownment function. 
Models for the joint dynamics of networks and behavior.

11.00 – 12.30
Examples of analyses using SIENA (Andrea Knecht, Liesbeth Mercken).

13.45 – 15.00
Initial data description; steps in specifying models for network dynamics; fit tests. Continuation of practical computer work.

15.30 – 17.00
Multilevel network analysis. Continuation of practical computer work.

Evening: get-together; to be announced.

Wednesday January 18
  9.00 – 10.30
Steps in specifying models for dynamics of networks and behavior. Continuation of practical computer work.

11.00 – 12.30
What to do if estimation problems arise. Continuation of practical computer work.

early afternoon: free

16.00 – 17.00
Seminar (“MEMOS” series). 


Arnout van de Rijt, Cornell University (research with Marcel van Assen, Gonul Dogan, and Vincent Buskens). Dynamics of exchange networks.


Location: Munting building (Entrance Grote Kruisstraat 2/1), room 74. 
Further announcement is at http://www.ppsw.rug.nl/~steglich/memos/
Thursday January 19
  9.00 – 10.30
New developments: maximum likelihood estimation, Bayesian estimation (Michael Schweinberger). 

11.00 – 12.30
New developments: unobserved actor heterogeneity (Michael Schweinberger). 

13.45 – 15.00
Continuation of practical computer work.
If there is special interest in this topic, some time can be devoted to the modeling of non-longitudinal network data by Exponential Random Graph Models (ERGMs).

15.30 – 17.00
Continuation of practical computer work.

Friday January 20
  9.00 – 10.30
Room for further questions and practical computer work.

11.00 – 12.30
Room for further questions and practical computer work.

12.30 – 14.00 
Farewell lunch.
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